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Proto Labs Names QuicKaddy Design as Latest Cool Idea!
QuicKaddy Hex Key case to save time, increase productivity and become a “must-have” for any toolbox

MAPLE PLAIN, Minn. – Dec. 6, 2011 – A patent-pending hex key case design by
mechanical engineer Matt Nestor is the latest recipient of the Proto Labs Cool
Idea! Award. Proto Labs -- the leading online and technology-enabled
manufacturer of quick-turn prototype and short-run parts – will provide Nestor with
prototype parts he can use for demonstrations to major tool companies.
The part will be used in the new magnetic QuicKaddy Hex Key case that Nestor designed, with slots in the
front and back that allow the user to easily remove a tool without having to move other tools in the process.
“Almost every person in the U.S. and elsewhere has used or owns a set of hex keys. In fact, many people use
hex keys in their daily work routine,” said Proto Labs Founder and CTO Larry Lukis. “This product is cool
because of its simplicity and magnetic functionality. It takes a standard product and makes it faster and easier
to use. Recognizing this type of innovative, out-of-the-box thinking is what the Cool Idea! Awards program is all
about.”
The QuicKaddy Hex Key case allows a tool to be quickly pulled straight from the case since there are slots, not
through holes, which are typical of most cases currently on the market. The keys are held in place by powerful
magnets located in the body of the case. Nestor’s design allows tools to be organized and accessed faster and
easier than existing hex key cases, saving the user time and increasing productivity.
“The amount of time spent fiddling with other tools to get the one you need may seem small, but the minutes
can really add up. It can also be frustrating,” said Nestor, a Boston, Mass.-based product designer. “The
simplicity and functionality of this product will quickly pay for itself and make it a must-have for any toolbox.”
The Cool Idea! Award is a new program offered by Proto Labs, which gives product designers the opportunity
to bring innovative products to life. Nestor is the fourth recipient, with additional award winners to be named.
During 2011, Proto Labs will provide an aggregate of up to $100,000 worth of prototyping and short-run
production services to award recipients. For more information, visit www.protolabs.com/coolidea.
For more information about the QuicKaddy Hex Key case, visit QuicKaddy.com.
About Proto Labs

Proto Labs is a leading online and technology-enabled quick-turn manufacturer of low-volume CNC-machined
and injection molded custom parts for prototyping and short-run production. The company provides “Real
Parts, Really Fast” to product developers worldwide and has two quick-turn services in North America, Europe
and Japan: Firstcut (www.firstcut.com) and CNC machining and Protomold (www.protomold.com) injection
molding. Both are capable of providing parts in as fast as one business day. Product developers who use Proto
Labs for prototypes and short-run production can upload a 3D CAD file at any one of Proto Labs online sites,
get an interactive quotation and place an order for Proto Labs services directly online. For more information,
visit: www.protolabs.com.
###

